
 

 

 
CultureNet Final E-Literature Project 

Artist’s Statement 
Jordan Harbord 

 
PROJECT: http://www.wix.com/harbord/tower 
 
I chose to create a piece of electronic literature for my final CultureNet E-Lit project. As usual, the 
plans I had in my head didn't quite pan out due to my own limitations of knowledge regarding design 
technology, for example, the animation I had created would not embed properly. This made the project 
more challenging, and it made me have to work more creatively as I was confined to the small 
resources available and had to try and make it work. While I wouldn't say this is a finished piece, I 
think it works well enough (although, if I had the time, it would be twelve pages longer). 
 
I chose Robert Browning’s Childe Roland to the Dark Tower Came as a basis for my project after 
reading that the poem had come to Browning in a dream. After attempting a few different approaches, 
I decided that I would recreate the nightmare in electronic form. The poem describes a journey by a 
young knight who is searching for a tower, although what the tower is or what it contains is never 
described. He travels through a terrifying landscape, following the directions of a man he doesn't trust 
and passing by the ghosts of the men who have failed before him in the quest for the tower. The poem 
ends with Roland finally arriving at the tower and blowing his horn, his challenge to whatever the tower 
holds. A while ago I had read a Margaret Atwood book that had described Browning’s poem as the 
struggle between Browning and his “poem writing aspect”. Another article I read, by Jean-Charles 
Perquin, stated that the tower in Browning’s poem is only real in the words of the poem. I likes this, 
especially when I noticed that words in TOWER can be used to spell WROTE. The tower in my piece 
is never seen, because Browning is only dreaming, he has yet to write the poem. 
 
I was highly influenced by several of the  pieces we had examined over the semester in the Electronic 
Literature Collection Volume 1 (ELC1) (http://collection.eliterature.org/1/), especially the more 
frightening ones such as Deviant: The Possession of Christian Shaw by Donna Leishman. For some 
reason creepiness works really well online, so I tried to interpret the nightmare that Browning might 
have had, with words moving slowly and rapidly and from all directions, and the landscapes have the 
dark, nonsensical and displaced feeling. The creatures I used are half mechanical; at first I just liked 
the way they looked but most likely this is a subconscious nod to steam-punk, which works well with 
the Victorian vibe of the poem. 
 
I had also made the assumption that people were aware of this poem and that it would make sense to 
most people, but after showing a few peers and getting some feedback I decided to actually put the 
poem in the piece (linked through Browning's image); most people had never read the poem. It also 
became clear that people didn't understand the point of it; I couldn't complain as it took several weeks 
for me to get e-lit (and mine is pretty bad compared to the ones in the ELC1). I had also read in “In 
Search of a Story: Reading and Writing E-Literature”, in which two researchers studied the difficulties 
students had regarding the reading of e-literature. The students were used to reading a certain way, 
and it turned out that this traditional way of reading makes it difficult for students to understand and 
process e-literature. A certain type of literacy needs to be developed to read/watch/hear e-literature. I 
had tried to keep my piece pretty simple, but the people (non-CultureNet people) I showed it to were 
impressed by the imagery but couldn't really get the meaning. I would like to blame this on their lack of 
e-lit studies rather than my piece (hopefully).  
 
I was also influenced by Stephanie Strickland’s fifth dimension of e-poetry: “Though reception 
replaces interpretation, searching and questing persist in a seductive environment of archaeologic ruin 
and erosion”. I tried to make the words disappear, blur, or move, to create a sense of vagueness, and 



 

 

dreamlike - this is then either made clearer (or vaguer, depending on the reader I guess) by the image 
that the words give access too.  
 
In the end, I feel like I have created less of a piece of e-literature and more of an interpretation of a 
poem, a remix of Browning’s dream with visuals, because, as usual, I attempted to do something I do 
not have the skills to do. The piece is a little shallow in my opinion. I am neither and artist or a writer, 
and it was silly of me to chose this topic, but I am used to thrashing around in these projects by now, 
so while I am disappointed that Tower didn't turn out quite like I had planned, I am a little pleased that 
it looks better than it should (thanks to the ever more simplistic site builders available). 
 
Feel free to leave a comment, I would appreciate the feedback, or contact me at 
harbordharbord@mac.com 
 
For information about the Culture Net Program at Capilano University: 
http://www.capilanou.ca/programs/culturenet.html 


